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The future of education isn't just about new technologies or teaching methods; it's about
understanding how the brain learns and how emotions play a critical role in shaping that
process. On October 8th and 9th, 2024, Rome became the hub for this educational
transformation as the VII Annual ANP Conference brought together educators, researchers,
and innovators under the theme “Emotions, Neuroscience, and Learning: Proposals for More
Effective Teaching.” The conference, organized by the National Association of Public School
Leaders and Senior Professionals (ANP), aimed to challenge traditional educational approaches

and foster new ideas that align with the evolving demands of modern classrooms.

| had the honor of contributing to this inspiring event, not only as a STEM law advocate but also
as a leader in promoting scientific orientation within secondary schools. My participation in the
roundtable discussion, “The Power of Relationships in Learning and Choices,” allowed me to
share my passion for empowering young people—especially girls—to embrace STEM
education. | highlighted the #STEM4Schools initiative, a project close to my heart that
encourages students to gain confidence in their abilities and explore future careers in science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics.
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One of the most thought-provoking moments of the conference waé Iistenihg to Prof

: runo
Siciliano, Full Professor of Control and Robotics at the University of Naples Federico Il and the
visionary behind Prisma Lab. In his captivating presentation titled “Towards a Technological

Humanism,” he explored how robotics and artificial intelligence (Al) can go beyond their

technical applications to become powerful drivers of engagement in the learning process. Prof.

Siciliano’s perspective on robotics as an “exceptional vehicle for promoting STEM” resonated
with many, emphasizing that the hands-on nature of working with robots can ignite students’
curiosity and make abstract concepts more tangible.
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He further advocated for the concept of “technological humanism,” a holistic approach that
integrates technology into the fabric of education while maintaining a human-centered
perspective. This approach encourages us to see Al and robotics not just as tools for solving
technical problems but as catalysts for enhancing cognitive and emotional learning. In a world
where technical skills are becoming indispensable, bridging the gap between technology and

human experience is crucial for preparing the next generation.
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The conference provided a platform for valuable exchanges with fellow educators and school
leaders, sparking new collaborations and ideas for advancing educational practices. As | reflect
on the inspiring discussions and innovative proposals presented at the event, | am more
determined than ever to continue advocating for STEM and educational reforms that
incorporate robotics as a fundamental component.

A heartfelt thank you goes to the ANP for organizing such a significant event and offering the
opportunity to connect with like-minded professionals committed to educational excellence.
Together, we can pave the way for a more engaging, inclusive, and effective learning

environment—one that equips students to thrive in an ever-changing world.
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